
Sevier County High School Hosts Early Postsecondary Opportunity Week 
 

SCHS hosted Early Postsecondary Opportunity (EPSO) Week in conjunction with the Tennessee 
Department of Education. The goal of EPSO week is to increase awareness of and enrollment in EPSOs 
for students across the state of Tennessee. EPSO week serves as a platform for high schools to highlight 
opportunities for students to earn college credit and certifications while in high school. Research has 
shown that students who participate in early postsecondary courses are more likely to enroll and remain 
in postsecondary institutions. Early postsecondary opportunities allow students to: 

• Earn postsecondary credits while in high school 
• Become familiar with postsecondary expectations 
• Develop confidence and skills for success in postsecondary 
• Make informed postsecondary and career decisions and 
• Decrease the time and cost of completing a certificate or degree 

 
Sevier County High School offers a variety of programs for students to take advantage of postsecondary 
opportunities while in high school. 

Advanced Placement (AP) is a program provided by The College Board. These courses are taught by 
specialty trained faculty members of SCHS. College Credit is based on Scores from the National AP 
Exam. College credit is determined by postsecondary institutions awarded upon matriculation. If a 
student scores a 3 or higher on two AP Exams students will receive Graduation with Distinction Honors 
upon graduation. The College Board also distinguishes students based on their AP Exam Scores and how 
many AP courses a student takes. AP Programs help students stand out with College Admissions since 
they know a student has what it takes to succeed in a college environment. Scoring successfully on the 
AP Exam can save on college expenses since most colleges’ nationwide offer college credit for qualifying 
AP Exam Scores. SCHS offers the following AP Courses: English III Language and Composition, English IV 
Literature and Composition, Calculus AB, Calculus BC, Chemistry, Biology II, Environmental Science, 
Physics and United States Government and Politics. 

 
 

Beginning in the fall of 2021, the State of Tennessee developed the AP Access for All Program in 
partnership with the Niswonger Foundation. This program is giving every high school student the 
opportunity to take advanced placement classes through an online platform by highly trained educators 
throughout the state. This has given Sevier County High School the opportunity to add additional 
Advanced Placement Courses to our students. Enhancing our program from our teacher taught program 
in our classrooms, our students can now access the following AP Courses in the online platform: AP Art 
History, AP Computer Science A, AP Human Geography, AP Macroeconomics, AP Microeconomics, AP 
Psychology, AP Statistics, and AP US History. By 2023, the Niswonger AP Access for All will continue to 
implement a sustainable program that provides access to online Advanced Placement Courses that 
supports the development of a high school culture that values and encourages rigorous preparation for 
college and career readiness. 



Statewide Dual Credit Program are high school courses aligned to standards at college institutions with a 
required exam to earn credit at any Tennessee postsecondary institution. The class counts for high 
school credit towards graduation requirements and it is taught by a member of the SCHS Faculty. A 
student will receive a grade and credit for high school if the student achieves a passing level. To receive 
College Credit the student must pass the State Dual Credit Exam. Dual Credit Classes that are offered at 
SCHS include Sociology and Criminal Justice, Pre-Calculus, Statistics, World History, US History, 
Psychology, Agriculture Business, and Plant Science are offered in the spring. The State plans to add two 
new platforms for fall 2022. 

Dual Enrollment courses are offered thru Walters State Community College. Classes are taught on the 
WSCC Campus and some are offered on the SCHS Campus. Students earn college credit while meeting 
the requirements to graduate from high school. With proper planning, students can complete their 
Associates of Science Degree in General Studies through the WSCC Dual Credit College Program. If 
students take at least 12 hours of Dual Enrollment they will receive Graduation with Distinction Honors 
upon graduation. Classes offered at the SCHS Campus allow students to take six hours of college credit 
in one semester instead of two semesters on the college campus. Former graduates of SCHS have 
positive things to say about the Dual Enrollment Program. One regret many of them have is they did not 
take advantage of taking more classes. Students have the opportunity to apply for the Hope Lottery 
Dual Enrollment Grant to help pay the cost of tuition. Sevier County Board of Education and the Sevier 
County Partners in Progress assist with the cost of tuition and fees when students use all the $1,200 
allotment from the Dual Enrollment Grant. Sevier County has developed a program with East Tennessee 
State University to help students that graduate from a Sevier County Public School with the cost of 
tuition. Students who attend Walters State Community College in the fall after their high school 
graduation that complete their Associates Degree with the required Grade Point Average can apply for 
the Partners in Progress Scholarship to assist with the cost of tuition at the Sevier County ETSU 
Campus. 

Another program to earn postsecondary credit is Industry Certification. This program is for students 
focusing on career and technical education (CTE) through one of the programs of study. The Industry 
Certification Programs are aligned with postsecondary institutions and industry/employers. These 
certifications give students opportunities to learn the competencies and skills necessary to enter the 
workforce or continue their technical education. These programs have been developed to meet the 
needs of Sevier County and the State of Tennessee’s labor and economic development. SCHS Offers 
Industry Certification in Culinary Arts, Structural Systems, Cosmetology, Automotive Collision Repair and 
Mechanical, Electrical and Plumbing (MEP) Systems. 

Due to industry changes in the skilled workforce in Tennessee, SCHS Mechanical, Electrical and Plumbing 
(MEP) Systems Instructor Vernon Chandler started researching opportunities for high school students. 
He began meeting with Gordy Noe of the Plumbing, Heating, and Cooling Contractors (PHCC) who 
developed the Ride and Decide Program in Knox County. For every four skilled workers that leave the 
Skilled Trades Industries, only one is entering the field. Virtually all trades are suffering from the lack of 
skilled workers and the apprenticeship programs can help stem that pairing of students with trades, 
industry, and businesses to allow them to experience the trade while gaining a paycheck and earning 
high school credits during their summer break. The program educates students and their parents on the 
benefits of working in the industry, offers career advancement, and is introduced to sophomore 
students who are taking select trade and industrial classes. Mr. Chandler and Director of Career 
Technical Education Mr. Perry Schrandt began meeting with Sevier County Trade and Industry 
Contractors and Businesses in 2015 to introduce the idea to them and began building a base of potential 
employers. Currently, SCHS had multiple students enrolled in the program this summer. Mr. Chandler 



is currently evaluating students for summer of 2022 and is also looking for additional 
contractors/employers. 

Another option for students who complete the electrical program is the junior apprenticeship program 
partnership with Funderburk Electric. These students, if they meet eligibility requirements, may have an 
opportunity to work between their junior and senior years in a paid pre-apprenticeship type position. 
After graduation they can move into a four year apprenticeship program to become a journeyman 
electrician. Even if a student does not do the pre-apprenticeship path, they may still apply to the 
apprenticeship program with a head start over those with no experience. This program will have 
students working during the day full time and attending the apprenticeship school one to two nights a 
week for four years. Currently SCHS has two graduated students enrolled in the Funderburk program 
that are doing well and we hope to have more enrolling at the end of this school year. 

With programs like the junior apprenticeship programs, students are given the combination of on the 
job training with either Trade School or some specific college courses. Careful planning with all the right 
information could save families money and help the local economy and potentially give a young person 
a jump start on their future. 

The Administration and Faculty of Sevier County High School have worked diligently to provide 
opportunities for students to earn college credit while in high school. Many of these programs are at a 
reduced cost or no cost for students and parents. SCHS is providing a variety of opportunities to prepare 
students for their technical or college coursework, entry into the work force or military careers. 


